Early childhood education professionals are essential to the healthy development
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of our children. But they can't do it alone. It takes a village to raise a child.
Here are some ways for you to support child care in your community.
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« Share your advocacy interests. Tell some of
your friends why childcare and early
learning issues matter to you and encourage
them to take action, too!

o Help them register to vote and find their
representatives!

: Voting is the best way to
make your voice heard!

Find out who represents you at the local,
state and national level
o Find a Montana legislator who
represents your district
o Contact Governor Steve Bullock » Gather some community facts and data
about child care to strengthen your

message

o
Five Minvte Actions i Ten Minute Actionsg

Make sure to
count all children in your household. Our
kids miss out on important federal funding
when they are left out of the census. \ o
Follow the campaign for % o
more resources and information.

« Send a message to your legislator through
the
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https://lmi.mt.gov/Portals/193/Publications/LMI-Pubs/Labor%20Market%20Publications/EAG-0419.pdf
https://cccmontana.org/images/uploads/Chamber_Presentation-_BOZEMAN_1.pdf
https://cccmontana.org/WhatsNew/Post/get-the-facts-county-fact-sheets-on-child-care
https://childcareworks.org/take-action/ccdbg-funding/
https://www.vote.org/register-to-vote/montana/
https://leg.mt.gov/legislator-lookup/
https://governor.mt.gov/contact
https://2020census.gov/
https://countallkids.org/

staff to share your story and discuss their . _VOTE! Learn' where (':andldotes stand on
child care and early education priorities |mportant.ch|Id Fr— and cast your
o Make sure to indicate you are a vote in primary. midterm, and general

constituent

o Have a specific "ask" ready when you
el e B« Keep exploring! Volunteering, fundraising, and

‘ educating our communities are all important
ways to make a positive change for early
childhood.

elections.

« Encourage your employer to consider

policies that support child care in your
workplace. For more information, you can
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Thirhy Minute Actions :
I i One ttouy Actions
e Email or call your elected official or their
q

visit Family Forward Montana
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trelpful Advocacy Resouvces

o Child Care Aware: works to advance access to high quality affordable child care.

e First Five Years Fund: through information, advocacy and outreach FFYF advances federal
investment in early childhood education for disadvantaged children from birth to age five.

e Zero to Three: is an advocacy group that promotes good health, strong families and positive
early learning experiences for all infants and toddlers.

% e Zero to Five: is an advocacy group in Montana dedicated to giving children a great start in life.

' o National Child Care Association: is a trusted non-partisan voice for licensed child care providers
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. of quality care. You can find links to US representatives as well as tips for how to communicate
- with them.
/ e How to Advocate for Childcare from Home (In 5 Steps!): use this guide for tips on how to

contact your representatives and advocate for childcare in your community.
o National Head Start Association: is an advocate for early childhood dedicated to serving the

needs of every child.
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https://www.familyforwardmt.com/
https://www.childcareaware.org/our-issues/advocacy/
https://www.ffyf.org/
https://www.zerotothree.org/policy-and-advocacy
https://www.zerotofive.org/
https://www.nccanet.org/
https://info.childcareaware.org/blog/how-to-advocate-for-child-care-from-home-in-5-steps
https://www.nhsa.org/get-involved/advocate
https://www.nhsa.org/get-involved/advocate

